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In the present study, we designed a dermal formulation containing 5% minoxidil nanoparticles (MXD-NP) using the
bead mill method, and investigated the hair-growth effect of MXD-NP and a commercially available MXD solution (CA-
MXD). Hair growth and skin permeation studies were conducted using C57BL/6 mice. Moreover, we examined the MXD
contents in the upper (hair bulge) and the lower hair follicle (hair bulb). The mean particle size of the MXD in the MXD-
NP was 99 nm. The hair-growth effect of the MXD-NP was higher than that of CA-MXD, and the MXD content in the hair
bulge of mice treated with MXD-NP was 7.4-fold of that in the mice treated with CA-MXD. On the other hand, the plasma
MXD levels in the mice treated with MXD-NP was lower in comparison with CA-MXD. In conclusion, we showed that
MXD-NP enable the accumulation of MXD in the upper hair follicles more efficiently than CA-MXD, leading the activation

of hair growth.

1. #

Androgenetic alopecia (AGA) &1i&, AR & { A
ONBENHEL LIRETH). TRoEEKITT AR
P Y —GHICBWTHBROTRKELRMRETH L, I/ F
TIUNMXD)IEINS AGADEEED 1 ODTH), FD
RN TATBL OB, R EMARML (B R
fa) 7 &7 R b — ¥ AEHIVER ., BRI CE R S
FEOLZEPMEENTVE, KMXDZ#EALAHAT
MO TOREBANL) 7 v 7% (RIEREE) TH Y. HAEER
EEICBII2HE, BB LOREBETFHICE LD
EIFEENTH L, EHITEETIE. VT v 7 oMbz,
MXD % EWisr & 35 EHEMPKR A IZ|RE S, BE F
EB X OBEMAET T 2R3 MXD #A O 7z 2 7w
RBFNBA AR D HNT W5,

—J7 F 7 RESALEA I 2 S B AT s B BRI
D1I2THY, GSHERERGHFTHIHER SN T LEE
ThHbo —HIZF 7RT-LI1E, K& S23200nm LT DR
FafE L. EIEMT T /MR LB, SRR, 758,
AN OB WREE % 5. F 720 RT£100nm 2
2952 Ty R A =Y AZ2A LT, AE, B,
BEEBREE W2 KTy 7Y NY) — 2 A7 4 (DDS)
ELTORMEDMSR TS Y, HiHEb LIRSS
J 4B OB R4 4, DDSAN OIS HHEIC D W TR &
ToTHBY, BEAT /Mt 2 w52 & T, 3

il

Design of Hydrogel Nanoparticles for
Direct Drug Delivery to Hair Follicles

Noriaki Nagai

Faculty of Pharmacy, Kindai University

AW % A &3, EHEERAICHET 2 BAIFEO T
BEMEZRLCEY, 612, ShOBRANIRERD X 12
ThA—= N EREEEETHEHEE T2 %GR
WA TH B, AFFETIE. ZoF /Rt Pal 2 s i L
72 MXD F / fEfAA Fa s VvEE 2 ER L, BRE~D
AR R EY R EY KA D, T2 MXDF /RSN A K
0V R T OVENIE T A 2 LTy REM B
TR EN TV BAL EOBENRIEONL FETH S
L EGEHT %,
2. /5 &

2. 1. MXD-NP &#|DFH

AF NV O—ZABLIFI ) FT YL (MXD) 2 /&
L. FLERICT T30 ez 17\, Zhehp- 4+ F o2 JAH/
BAFI, p-FFVEEEFER 7O N, D-v~ = b=
BB LIHERTEMLICA AT v Ik, A% —5—1C
T—HREEEZIT- 72 Z20%, EE2.0mmO I VI=7
P—220gx&t2.0mLF 2 —7HI2TE— X 3 VAL
(5,500rpm. 30secx151al, 4C) #47o7:%., Y= A7 ~<
A% — %% (1,500rpm) 12T 2 B ML %2 s 2 & C
MXD 7 #5#] (MXD-NP) ### L7z, 2o BAIOHK
1EMXD5%, /ST LEFHBAF IV 0.026%, 78T LEFR
7N 0.014%, D-~>=hF—=10.5%, AF NVt
—28% L L7z Tkt LT, MXD# KL E
RINAZRAE L7202 MXD~ 4 7 0l (MXD-MP)
L7, 300, BHAOEREMXD#AIE LTY T v
7 X5(CA-MXD. KIEHEIE, Ht, HA) ZHw7z,

2.2. EMF/ HFORTFESIUCHERAE

MXD O RLF-ZERE 21X SALD-7100 (B BERT, 5UHR.
HA) & 720 SALD-7100 5 4 1 1 AL 3 E o
KRR 40 ~ 60% OFEPHN, JEFT1.60 +0.10i & L 720



A X AT -7 E Vol. 31, 2023

72, EOURE R EERFSV-1 A (ks = — -
TAL Wul BA) 2w,
(Jl]l)#

7Y
20THLIVI6CHOENZRD
B THIEENZE 2 17 5 726

2. 3. HPLCZAWL=MXD REDAIE
MXD B IZ B L 72 MXD O #E 50 uL i NEE p- + F
VERBEBTT OV (1pg/mL, & A% 7 —)100pL %
z, Sk o~ 27957 4 — (HPLC) 261 (il
FEFT. BB HA) ITHlE L7z SBHEARIE 10l &
L. BEOFEAIESF =1 L P27 % —SIL-20AC%
M7z HPLCHIE S, BEAHIC A &/ — )b /FEEUK
/3mM F¥F 2t—+F MY L (45/54/1 v/v/v) & W,
# A Inertsil ODS-3(2.1 X 50mm, Y —T)VH 4 x>
Ay R, HA), 3T (7= FF v 23— CTO-
20ACHHER) . BEMOFM 0.25mL/min. % 254nm &
L7z WERMHIZ 165 & L. ABIZETIE, MXDO Y —
IHNR12~ 135 ED Y — 7 H34 ~ 55O Bk Sz,

2. 4. ER. RESLUCMANDOEMDBITHESTM
WHIPEG-AILE & LT, 7H#C57BL/6 ik~ A %
4V 7NV VRREET (R 1.0L/min. ZERE2%) . &
WOEEELN) H ¥ (THRIVE, K. HA)ICTHEL
IHBRELZ: B#H, hRlem* ZW Y R-725 I 52— b
2B, B0 B 72 8B40\ 45 FE MXD # A % 30 ul
WA L7zo ABERITR. 4V 7V T VW ARRREZ ATV, B A
WOTEZLZE 2y MITHRE, "V Y BIUEHRKEZ
B L720 F72, BABRAROKLFHBE L BINTL L LD
2. SHBENIR 2> & M & BRI L 720 45 & 72 M 0E O 50
#E (20,400g. 20min, 4C) 12k ), EFEESTWML7, &
o ERE OSV D, BERIB. K. k) 2% 7 —
200uLICCTHREYF 4 AL, w058k (20,400g. 20min.
4C) oy RWEZBRICL, A O MXDRELZ FELIR
L72HPLCEIWCTHME Lze T/ 87 BOWEEAT
9 Z & T, BEREEME (mol/ng protein) B & OV ) i 88 Mk
(mol/g protein) #H H L7z. # /737 &l 21213 Bio-Rad
Protein Assay Kit (Bio-Rad, #V 7+ V=7, USA) %

Huw7=,

2.5. REMDHROAE

FANEAAILE & LC, 7HECS57BL/6 HiME~ Y A
Mz P EH. BEZ Y — 24 (epilat. Kracie. HE. HA)
WCTHEBL, 1HRE L2 BH, dfYelem® 28 0) Bo
727 4 — PEREEHICHAE, ) W 22885012 %A MXD
WH A2 1 H 10 30ul. 15 HH#H &A% 17 720 e

1H1EATW, 4V 7V 5 YW AR T G 1.0L/min.
RERE2%), YT ARHEZTYINVH A5 THREL

WRFEMNTY 7 b Image ]2 CWATEIE TG 2 1572, if_\
FE B A - R AR P THIRE (AUC-160) & BRI TE W2,

3. # R

3. 1. MXD-NP &#| 0¥

Y — X 3 OVEEFE LT O MXD ¥ K R 4504 %2 g L
72 ZA, FHRTEIE5.83umE~ A 7 a4 A Tho
72(-1A) . —F. ¥ — X IUREMMLEIIC X ) MXD 1%
Wb, 2O 99nm & F /A X0k
DR TE 72 (K1B)s K1CIZIEY — X I VAL IR £
2B A MXD DM % /RT . 50nm ~ 200nm F£ D F
D R 2SRAE L T W A 720, S 8K o [t 43
THote XHIT, BMHBHZ ML, etk Hm
WZAF VT =A% 8%IRM L7z A Fa VBRI
DWTHG L7z ZORE, HiLTd % 20T TITHIEIX
#30mPa-s Tdh - 7225 36T TIZH 120mPa-s & ARiEAT
WECTHMEOB AR ® 517z (M1D). ZHh & MXD-NP
DVEMREEIX 18.5uM TdH ). MXD-MP (2.1uM) X b §A%
WCEETH - 720

3. 2. MXDEFIZHICLDEKR. KEHIUMAEN
DEWBITIERE
X2 138 AT 4 W R OB R, 23V Y HIERR. BERIRS
L UMM O MXD SEM iR YE 2 R o B B & OFBERA
DR YEIC B TMXD-NP %A B &, MXD-MP #Ai #f
B LEMETH o 7295 CA-MXDEARHOZNIZIH

20 A 20 B 200 b
9 Mean particle size: < Mean particle size: = 160 |
< 15 5.83 um <15 99 nm &
) g E 120 [
é g 10 =
T g ‘w80 |
5 g5 <]
= = 7

0 0 = T

0.01 0.0501 051 510 50 001 00501 051 510 50 0

Particle diameter (pum) Particle diameter (pm) 20°C 36°C
1 E—-XI)VALIEFTO MXD KEAH (A). E—X IVALIEHED MXD KESH (B). E—-XIIAEHZD MXD Efk (C). 20TE

36°CIZ 135 MXD-NP &F|0#5E (D) ¥



MXD con. (nmol/mg protein)

MXD con. (umol/mg protein)

&
N

(D) MXD 5HE

X

ERNDEMELEFELFIREE TS/ RN AT IVORRE

MXD con. (nmol/mg protein)

4 .
S 3¢t
c
§ 2r % &
s | & 3
N.D. N.D.

MXD 2% 4 B D C57BL/6 ¥V ADEEMEK (A). /SIVIFBEE (B). EXEE(C) BLU'Mm

N.D. #&HBRELIT . *p<0.05 vs. MXD-MP. "p<0.05 vs. CA-MXD.

R, MBETH 72 (K2ABLVC)e —FH TNV IV HITEB
2B W TiE, MXD-NP & # 13 CA-MXD &5 fif & K
LEfizRL, ZOHEEH7.4/THo72 (2B, Zh
LR D 5. MXD-NP I CA-MXD & ) & 2NV ¥ FHIEA~
WINE LT W EARB I N —T BHEENET
&, MXD-NP &A4ifif & ik L CA-MXD @45 #f C & il &
AL, ZTOfIF. W1IIBTHo72 (M2A). F72 CA-
MXD &A #E Tl H T MXD 258 S L7z A%, MXD-NP
BARETIRMPNOERRITIIRL SN 20572 (X 2D),

3. 3. MXDHFEREFICH TRREREDR

3IE KA MXD A B A t5 ORI TE BB W R % R
o F/z. K415 FE MXD BA %A% H BN HRog L7z
B Image ] X 0N L2 BATEROIETER (M3A) L%
16 H#:F TOAUC) 154 (I 3B) #7389, Vehicle #Ai#
TIREAH 1L HASBEHNED SN, MXD-MPE T
FRETH -7 —J. MXD-NPZ2®Ai§5Z & TRTE
BAAARF D, ZORNIBAHZ 7T HETH o720 F72,
MXD-NP & A4i # Tl&. HER M TH 5 CA-MXD & A #f &
N L RBIFINTE . AUC- 15412 BT H MXD-NP #Aji
Bid, CA-MXD®BARE LB LAZISEMETH - 720

4. &

fEIRIZB W T, AGADWEHE L L TMXD oA A
HAWHNTHEY, 5% MXDEA OARMEIL 1% = 2% D
MXD#H L ) AZICEN I ERMSNTHDE Y, L,
INETMXD % ERE (5%) @A 3 % MXD ERF 2 ki1
BRI OFBEIHRE SN TV, KIFFE T, ZHikikiE%
MeFEL72MXDF 2 KT % 5% & A 5 BHL)5 %2 #7212
BIZES % & & b, REFLAMXD % BE (0N VHIE)
WCRDSIZ%EE L, C57BL/6 < ™7 A DT F1d 5 12 4%
MRHZEEFWPSMI LT,

T3, Wi CTHBL L 72 MXD-NP (MXD % &% (5%)
GHT BT KT A OFEEZ E L72. MXD-NP O},
T3 50nm-200nm CEER T, 99nm. K 1B) TH D,
MXD-NP H O FEAMXD D IZ 99% L ETH o 7ze —
Wiz, SEWREE FF 5 &, WA O SR T OB
RESNDZ ENH D, Lh L. MXD-NPEHAI T, 22
CTl4HBE L COEREIRHB ST, FHAMXD O
KIZHELIZR SN o720 MXD-NP DL 20C T
#130mPa-s& AF I E— R S%EAIZL L EVEE
AMXD F /KT Oa#tkxEm EsE-E2 505,
7oy WEEISEME S VALEAITH B A F Vo — 2o



A X AT -7 E Vol. 31, 2023

6 - B
/-\5_
& =
g E4r
g ‘%3—_
e %2— 3
s W;‘l_ '_Q
@
0

4 C57BL/6 XYXICHF5 MXD HEIOREREICLEEEZEEADEEY
(A) MXD 8i¥|#R1E#%E5 (1B 1E) L7 C57BL/6 ¥ IXADEEMETE (A) & AUCy160 NDZE1E (B)o *p < 0.05 vs.
Vehicle. *p < 0.05 vs. MXD-MP. ®p < 0.05 vs. CA-MXD.

E AREAHED 36 Cl2B 1 251340 120mPa - s &\ in 7 AZHAR, BEZORENFE L MXD-NPHD AUC,. 144
situ/NA Fa &y & L Comionl iE 2 #AMEIC %D L7z, WEHERGE D CA-MXDEOZFNICE B LA B ICHETH

W2, C57BL/6~ ™ A % lwT, MXD-NP D% EX) 572 (M3BLU4), ThdofHiE, MXD-NPDORTE
% G-l L 720 MXD-NP %A~ 7 213 CA-MXD &4 < BRDBCA-MXDOKIR LD FERLTWE I EERLTW



b0 S HIT, BEIFAMRR M H O MXD 7 A O aFAi 120
Ay BEE EE OOV DHEEER) &R (BERER) 125 H L7
B, BUREEREKICOWTY - L 720 MXD-NP #4i
<7 A DNV Y FEIEEE O MXD i 1X CA-MXD #A5 B X
Db EMER L7225 MXD-NP#45-~ ™ 2D BEEES &
DR RN O & A2 12 CA-MXDRAH L ) HIKMETH
572 (M2BB X UC)e T 72, HEKDCA-MXD B A
BT ~O MXD #4732 & 117225, MXD-NP
AT B TR~ O BT I S e b o 72
(K2D)o — el o Bz 1§ WUk 1, e L 7 £ B
AREHT A2V — M LM BREEEN L CTEENICRET 5
V= F 20 2MAKRELRHKELTHMORATVDE Y, &h
Th, ZOLCERY» S AEEZEB L. RO RS
B L CIMANGEET 2 DD — Rl 7 RS (B S
N7 OERMEEZ DN D, —F. AHERBIIIRH
SORMBACHLECANY) TEEZAELTVWLZ L H
5. R 200nm DL E O SEW XM E E T 5 2 &
HTET, BEMSNEYTRONDL L) BV —11%
WL BRESHETH L Z LB SR TS 7, K
fF3e CTH v 72 MXD-NP # A2 BT b, MXD-NPH ®
99% UL > MXD HSERRLF & UCTHAE L. Z O RERK
FFIFZ70nm-200nm TH LI LS, TNHDH A AT
BAEEZEBT A ENHELVWERIEINE, 2D
A% MXD-NP Tid. fEk7MCA-MXD & [k L. Bzl
B LM O MXDEARPENC LICErL DL
2z 5. —). MXD-NP&EATH Tld/ NV V3B~
EOWMXDE %R RLZDE, V— 20X M ESE
(B ZA LD TR VR ERBENTZ, STDXHIT,
Al R4 L 72 MXD-NP 8AE, BEAOEHEN 7 3
DABRDRD SN, BADDSICHHTHLIDEEZS
N7izo E512. INSIZMHENOEY R ZFHTE DL 2
L6, YRR OBR L S RAETICB W TH D T
HHTHHLLDEEZ BN, —)T. MXD-NP#HI1Z
B2 M 02V Y FEIRER I I3 W IR AL ASTT R T d o
72h, BUHEIETH b BERIBA~OEW I RIEIT 5 TIE R
Molie LENoT, 5HELLRDIYURDPLELEZDS
M5B 72 HERE (CA-MXD) ® & 5 ICBERZBO I %
DA LD b NV DHEIEEET O MXD i EE % 5 72 B
(MXD-NP) D139 %, BWREEREZR LI E W) Kif
ZERHRIZ, MXD 2525V T HSEEE T & 2 O ER T &R
LTWA I EERRELI. 23V D580 M X0 o1
HEFH, ZOMBAETHRIER IS LB AT
BIENHSNTWSE Y, L72Aio T, NIV VBT
¥ 5 7o MXD IZEBW LE#HMomE b2 FHE T 2 0Tk
BuhEEZ L, L L, MXDAED X 9 IZHTE M
T 50N, B ETORBIIR SN TH Y. MXD & &l
N DEE M ELERIZOWTIRIEE AL TV RN,

ERNDEMELEFELFIREE TS/ RN AT IVORRE

MXD 2SI I EREEH T 500 L) IOV T, Fi#% &

5% AR MDD TFETH %o
5. #

MXD F / #i#h 5 5 7% % iR EE (5%) MXD #2410 38 3
RHETAHEEDIT, AFILELE—RAER—ZE L0
situ/A Fa VAL 2E L7z, & 72, AMXD-NP #
ANIOER IR, BREAN L2 BB~ ORY I ERAT
HEPENTBY, kML) ZErORVENERT LS
LR NE Lce AREEREEE L, 4%aAX Y
— BT 2B B Y — VR EARNTE L DIC H
ROFERMN LIZHBKT 2 L9 282D TV EVwEE
25

B

AFEZ BT HI2H2) . AEMHEAT—E—a 2
A b Y —RMEIO ISRk W2 E T L2 L&
DIEHZH L BT,

(51 FAZi#R)

1) Nagai, N. et al. Involvement of Endocytosis in the
Transdermal Penetration Mechanism of Ketoprofen
Nanoparticles. Int. J. Mol. Sci. 19, E2138 (2018).

2) Nagai, N. et al. Drug Delivery System Based On
Minoxidil Nanoparticles Promotes Hair Growth In
C57BL/6 Mice. Int. J. Nanomedicine. 14, 7921-7931 (2019).

3) Oaku, Y. et al. Minoxidil Nanoparticles Targeting
Hair Follicles Enhance Hair Growth in C57BL/6 Mice.
Pharmaceutics 14, 947 (2022).

4) Olsen, E. A. et al. A randomized clinical trial of
5% topical minoxidil versus 2% topical minoxidil and
placebo in the treatment of androgenetic alopecia in
men. J. Am. Acad. Dermatol. 47, 377-385 (2002).

5) Tsuboi, R. et al. Randomized clinical trial comparing
5% and 1% topical minoxidil for the treatment of
androgenetic alopecia in Japanese men. J. Dermatol. 36,
437-446 (2009).

6) Barry, B. W. Novel mechanisms and devices to
enable successful transdermal drug delivery. Eur. J.
Pharm. Sci. 14, 101-114 (2001).

7) Nagai, N. et al. Design of a transdermal formulation
containing raloxifene nanoparticles for osteoporosis
treatment. Int. J. Nanomedicine. 13, 5215-5229 (2018).

8) Garza, L. A. et al. Bald scalp in men with
androgenetic alopecia retains hair follicle stem cells
but lacks CD200-rich and CD34-positive hair follicle
progenitor cells. J. Clin. Invest. 121, 613-622 (2011).



